151

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Eynsford, held on 
Thursday 18th September 2014, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 8 pm.

7858
PRESENT


Members Present


Mrs S Boyle

Mrs A Cornwell


Mrs T Durrant


Dr J Harris


Mr M Richardson

Mr N Rodway

Mr C Stanyon (Chair)


Mr P Ward

Other Officials Present

Mr M Horwood, District Councillor

Mr R Gough, County Councillor (9.09-9.19pm)


Clerk in Attendance


Mrs H Ivaldi
7859
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


PCSO Darling


7860
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

Mr Stanyon noted that the Annual Walkabout had taken place on 30th August and items arising from this would be discussed on this and future agendas. Mr Stanyon said that he was working on a revised budget with Mrs Wolfe which would be presented at the next meeting.
7861
CLERK’S COMMENTS


Mrs Ivaldi said that this month all payments would be made electronically and asked two 
councillors to sign against each amount on the payments list.

Mrs Ivaldi also reported that the grant from Cory Environmental Trust had been received to pay 
for the works at the playground.


Mrs Ivaldi invited councillors to attend the twinning event on 4th October on behalf of the 
twinning committee.
7862
GOVERNANCE
a) Declarations of Interest
None were declared.

b) Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the last full council meeting, held on 14th August 2014, were presented for approval. 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the recommendations are approved. 
c) Revision of Standing Orders

Councillors were asked to approve changes to the Standing Orders. (Revised version Appendix A)
RESOLVED: That the following changes are made:

· Paragraph 2.2 is changes to read ‘The Planning Committee shall consist of only councillors. The Planning Committee may use delegated authority to make planning or tree work responses on behalf of the council when timing is an issue.

· In paragraph 5.6 – Project Chairman is changed to Project Manager.

· In paragraph 5.7 – 5.5 is changed to 5.6.

· In paragraph 6.2 – ‘or TPO proposals’ is added after ‘tree work applications’.

· Paragraph 10.3 is changed to read ‘Where a member has a prejudicial interest in any business of the Council, a) they may attend a meeting,’ with the rest continuing as before.

· In paragraph 10.5 ‘the Standards Board’ is changed to ‘the local authority Monitoring Officer in the first instance.’

· That Schedule A is kept up to date and on a separate document to the Standing Orders.
d) Co-option of Non-Councillor Committee Members

Councillors were asked to co-opt Ms O’Callaghan and Mr Kirby who had put themselves forward as committee members.
RESOLVED: That Ms O’Callaghan is co-opted onto the Highways & Transportation committee

That Mr Kirby is co-opted onto the Highways & Transportation and Community & Environment committees.

e) Finance Notes 
The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for August 2014, as per appendix B. 
Mr Stanyon asked that the line for Government Tax Support is removed as it is not being used this year. Mr Stanyon also asked the Clerks to keep an eye on expenditure under Harrow Meadow Running Costs and Parish Office Running Costs.
RESOLVED: That the accounts are approved and payments made.
f) Quarterly Newsletter 
Councillors discussed items for inclusion in the next quarterly newsletter due out in October.
RESOLVED:  That the following items are requested.

· Flooding – received from the Environment Agency
· Cycle Rack consultation –in the editorial

· Burial Ground report – Mr Richardson

· School Run Safety Campaign report – Mrs Carter

· Website Launch – Mrs Ivaldi

· Meet your PCSO – PCSO Darling

· Hire of Thermal Imaging Camera – Mrs Cornwell

· May Elections – Mr Stanyon

· Meet Your Councillor – Mrs Durrant

· Shoreham Gypsy and Traveller Site reprieve – editorial

g) Darent Valley Consortium
Councillors were asked to consider organising and hosting a consortium meeting in the absence of Shoreham Parish Council doing so.
RESOLVED: That, after checking with Shoreham Parish Council, a consortium meeting is organised to be held in Eynsford in early November.
7863
PLANNING
a) Planning Committee 1st September 2014
Minutes of the above meeting were circulated to all councillors for approval, as per Appendix C. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the 
recommendations are approved. 
b) Notifications of Planning Consents/Refusals Received from Sevenoaks District Council 
SE/14/02187/HOUSE – Higham, Bower Lane, Eynsford - GRANTED
SE/14/01968/HOUSE – 9 Bower Lane, Eynsford – GRANTED
SE/14/02241/HOUSE – 51 Eynsford Rise, Eynsford – GRANTED

c) Sevenoaks District Council’s Economic Development Strategy Consultation
Councillors considered this consultation document and agreed the following responses.
RESOLVED: That the following comments are submitted:
Inward Investments

· The council strongly supports the aim, particularly the protection of employment land.

Skills & Support

· The council believes that businesses should be supported to set up apprenticeship schemes for young people.

Transport Infrastructure

· Councillors believe that rail zone 6 should include Eynsford as it lies between Swanley and Bat & Ball.

· The council supports additional and cheaper car parking in Sevenoaks town to attract more shoppers and evening visitors to support local businesses.

· The council believes that the bus network should be improved to better server business and employees.

· The council strongly supports improved connectivity, particularly mobile and broadband in the rural areas.

Energy & Sustainability

· The council strongly supports initiatives to enable businesses to become more energy efficient.

Places for Growth & Improvement

· The council strongly supports the employment led approach to the future development of Fort Halstead with an emphasis on science, technology, a start-up business hub and a studio school to help young people into employment.

d) Tree Work Applications
Councillors were informed that notification had been received of the following two tree work applications:
SE/14/02831/WTCA – 1 Parsonage House, High Street, Eynsford – Fell two conifer trees.

SE/14/02757/WTCA – Whispers, Station Road, Eynsford – Trim and remove branches to one beech tree, and cut back ash and hazel growth.
The Tree Warden was consulted but did not respond before permission was granted.

The Clerk agreed to copy in Mr Baker in future as a backup.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.
At this point, 9pm, the meeting was opened up to questions from the public. The meeting resumed at 9.19pm. Mr Gough arrived during the public questions and left at 9.19pm.
e) Planning Application SE/14/02864/DETAIL & SE/14/02871/DETAIL – 18 Riverside

Councillors considered these applications relating to details pursuant to condition 5 (window and door details) and condition 4 (method statement) of SE/14/01087/LBCALT.

RESOLVED: That no objection is made.

7864
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
a) Parish Office Road Signs
Councillors were asked to approve expenditure of £238 + VAT for the purchase of two road signs reading ‘Eynsford Parish Council & Scout Hall’ as per minute 7828a.


RESOLVED: That the expenditure of £238 + VAT is agreed from the contingency budget and 
the sign is ordered. 

b) Street Lighting Five Year Plan
Mr Richardson explained that the timing of some of the jobs on the plan had been rearranged, but the annual costs remained unchanged. Mr Richardson agreed to circulate the updated plan to councillors.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

c) Fence at Eynsford Station
Councillors were informed that the damage to the fence outside the station had been reported to both Kent Highways and Southeastern.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.
7865
COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT
a) Police Report
PCSO Darling had provided the following information:
These incidents were reported in the previous month – 

· Two thefts from motor vehicles in Sparepenny Lane and Priory Lane
· Fraud at a property on the High Street


He also provided information on various operations being run by the police:


Operation Cocoon – a co-ordinated response to burglaries within the district


Operation Quarter – focusing on school parking and speeding.


PSCO Darling had reported that he was now compiling his own monthly newsletter for Eynsford 
and would also be trained to use a Speed Gun.


RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 


b) Thermal Imaging Camera

Councillors were told that Sevenoaks District Council had offered free hire of a thermal imaging 
camera to parish councils to help householders look at the energy efficiency of their homes.

RESOLVED: That Sevenoaks District Council are asked if we can borrow the camera for two 
weeks in November and two weeks in February. That Sevenoaks District Council are asked about 
insurance issues. That this is advertised in the newsletter.


c) Cigarette Littering

Councillors were told about a complaint about cigarette butt littering outside the Castle Hotel and 
around the bench outside the Five Bells.


RESOLVED:  That a letter is written to the Castle Hotel asking for suggestions of how to tackle 
this problem. That the Litter Warden is asked to clear under the bench by the Five Bells as part of 
his job.

d) Pharmacy in Eynsford


Councillors were asked to consider the application for a new pharmacy in Eynsford and how this 
would affect the dispensing service the Farningham Surgery currently offers. Farningham Surgery 
has asked for the council’s support in opposing this application.


RESOLVED: That Mr Richardson drafts a letter to the NHS opposing this application and a letter 
to Farningham Surgery supporting their opposition to a pharmacy in Eynsford. 


e) Parish Council Website


Mrs Ivaldi reported that she had met with Mr Ward and Mrs Cornwell about the structure of the 
website and that she was now adding more content. There was a provisional plan to launch the 
website on 5th November – Bonfire night! Mrs Boyle asked about links to other organisations, Mrs 
Ivaldi said they would be replicated where possible, and that organisations would have the 
opportunity to add their own content in due course.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.


f) KALC Awards


The Clerk reported that various people had received nominations for the KALC Community 
Awards. Councillors discussed how to select who should receive the award. 


RESOLVED: That the nominations are circulated before the next meeting and that a secret ballot 
is held to select who should receive the award.


g) Footpath through Castlefield Nature Area


This item was deferred to the next Community & Environment committee meeting.


h) Rafferty’s Biffa Bin


Councillors were asked to consider writing to Rafferty’s to request they remove their bin from the 
pavement and from in front of a house.


RESOLVED: That a letter is written asking Rafferty’s to remove the bin from the pavement 
except on collection day.


i) ‘No Cycling’ Sign


Councillors noticed that the No Cycling sign on Butchers Lane was obscured by vegetation during 
the walkabout. 


RESOLVED: That the Its Your Neighbourhood Group is asked to cut back the bushes.

7866
RECREATION

a) Harrow Meadow Changing Rooms Rents
Councillors were asked to recommend rents for the coming season.
RESOLVED: That the rents for 2014/15 remain at £750 for Eynsford Football Club and the Riverside Wanderers Football Club, and at £125 for the Youth Team.
b) Harrow Meadow Changing Rooms Inspections
Councillors were asked to decide on a way to ensure the changing rooms are inspected regularly.

RESOLVED: That keys are cut for all councillors. That an initial meeting is held with all 
councillors where a checklist is drawn up. That the checklist is displayed in the changing rooms. 
That a monthly rota is set up. 

c) Allotment Plots
Councillors had noted during their walkabout that some allotment plots were not being cultivated. Mrs Ivaldi reported that only one plot was vacant and uncultivated and that it would be allocated shortly.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.
d) Cricket Club

Councillors were asked to consider asking the Cricket Club to remove the concrete block debris left following the removal of an unauthorised construction.

RESOLVED: That Mr Hummersone is contacted and asked to remove any remaining debris.

The meeting of the council closed at 10.12 pm
--------------------------------------------------------



Chairman: 16th October 2014
