
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Eynsford, held on 
Thursday 21st April 2016, at the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 8 pm.

8048
PRESENT


Members Present


Mrs S Boyle (Chair)

Mr A Cooke


Mrs A Cornwell


Mrs T Durrant

Mrs F Haxby


Mr G Kirby


Mr M Richardson


Mr P Ward


Other Officials Present

Mr R Gough (County Councillor) (via conference ‘phone 9.00 pm – 9.10 pm).

Clerk in Attendance


Mrs H Ivaldi 
8049
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


None.
8050
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

Mrs Boyle noted that it was the Queen’s 90th birthday and wished her a long and happy reign.
Mrs Boyle had attended the service in Farningham church to mark the Queen’s birthday before the meeting.

Mrs Boyle noted that the next council surgery would be held on Saturday 30th April between 9am and 11am, and also that the Annual Parish Meeting was to be held on 22nd April starting at 6pm.

Mrs Boyle said that she had attended the Health and Housing Forum on Monday in Sevenoaks which was mainly looking at how good social housing could improve public health.

Mrs Boyle said that she would be away for the next committee meeting but that Mr Ward would deputise.
8051
CLERK’S COMMENTS


Mrs Ivaldi noted that the Spring newsletter had now been distributed together with flyers 
advertising the Annual Parish Meeting and the Public Art Trail questionnaire.
8052
GOVERNANCE
a) Declarations of Interest
None.

b) Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the last full council meeting the 17th March 2016, were presented for approval. 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the recommendations are approved. 
c) Finance Notes 
The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for March 2016, as per Appendix A. 
The clerk was asked to check why the Allotments Income was over budget.

RESOLVED: That the accounts are approved and payments made.
d) Outstanding Actions
Councillors discussed items listed that had been outstanding for three months or more.
· The street signage at Riverside would be discussed at the June meeting once further information had been gathered.
RESOLVED:  That all of the outstanding actions are pursued.
e) Mission Statement

A working group of three councillors had put together a proposed mission statement for the council together with aims which the council was asked to agree.
RESOLVED: That the following mission statement is agreed: 

· The purpose of Eynsford Parish Council is to consult, promote and enable improvements to the economic, social and environmental life of the community.

That the following aims are agreed:

· To help create a socially inclusive and caring community, which embraces all residents irrespective of age, gender, culture, income, race or religion, and will seek to develop mutual cooperation.

· To raise the profile of the parish council so that it communicates effectively with all groups in the parish and contributes to and leads in uniting the parish.

· To provide a democratic, representative voice for the parish and to give residents the opportunity to influence their future.

· To manage the parish council’s assets and finances effectively and transparently to achieve best value.

· To manage amenities cost effectively and to a high standard in order to meet the needs and wishes of the community.

· To preserve the rural environment of the parish.

f) Social Media Policy

Councillors were asked to approve the council’s social media policy which had been slightly amended since the last time it was discussed.
RESOLVED: That the social media policy is approved (see Appendix B).

g) Approval of Annual Return

Councillors were asked to approve the council’s Annual Return and Statement of Governance for 2015-16.

This item was deferred until the next meeting.

h) Consortium Meeting

Mr Cooke and Mr Kirby had attended a recent meeting of the Darent Valley Consortium and gave a brief report on what had been discussed. Areas of discussion included: linking footpaths between parishes; Police and Crime Commissioner elections; the Paramount development; Neighbourhood or Parish Plans; Flood Plans and drainage; Accessible Information Standards and Darent Valley Landscape Partnership. Full details are available in the notes from the meeting.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.
8053
PLANNING

a) Planning Committee 4th April 2016
Minutes of the above meeting were circulated to all councillors for approval, as per Appendix C. 


RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the 
recommendations are approved. 

b) Notifications of Planning Consents/Refusals Received from Sevenoaks District Council 
SE/16/00377/HOUSE – 14 Old Mill Close, Eynsford – Granted
SE/16/00153/HOUSE – 33 St Martin’s Drive, Eynsford - Granted

c) Planning Application SE/16/00507/HOUSE – 50 St Martin’s Drive, Eynsford
Councillors considered an application for the demolition of the existing conservatory and extension and the construction of a new ground floor extension to the rear of the house.

RESOLVED: That no objection is made.

d) Planning Application SE/16/00917/LDCEX – Tyler Barn, Upper Austin Lodge Road, Eynsford
Councillors considered an application to establish that the barn had been used for storage of building materials and equipment.
RESOLVED: That councillors state that they have no knowledge of the barn’s current use.
At this point, 9pm, the meeting opened up for questions from the public (see Appendix Q).
Cllr Gough called in via conference ‘phone during this time, between 9pm and 9.10pm.

The meeting resumed at 9.10pm.

8054
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
a) Highways & Transportation Committee 4th April 2016
Minutes of the above meeting were circulated to all councillors for approval, as per Appendix D. 


RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the 
recommendations are approved. 


b) Potholes on the Access Road to Edwards Hall

Councillors were asked to consider a quote to fill in the large potholes in front of the gate to 
Edwards Hall. A quote had been received of £150-£200. 

RESOLVED: That the quotation of £150-£200 is accepted and that the work is carried out, paid 
for from the Castlefield Car Park budget.
8055
COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT

a) Police Report
None available.
b) Donation to Eynsford & Crockenhill Rights of Way Group
Councillors were asked to consider making a donation to the Eynsford & Crockenhill Rights of Way Group. It was noted that they do valuable work in keeping footpaths cleared and in reporting problems.
RESOLVED: That a donation of £70 is made to Eynsford & Crockenhill Rights of Way Group from the Regular Donations budget (Section 137).

PCSO Darling left at 8.40pm.
c) Membership of Kent Wildlife Trust
Councillors were asked to consider renewing their membership of Kent Wildlife Trust at a cost of £49. 
RESOLVED: That membership of Kent Wildlife Trust is renewed at £49 from the Regular Donations (Section 137) budget.
d) Community Plan
Councillors were asked to consider whether to work together with Farningham on the new Community Plan or to work just as Eynsford.
RESOLVED: That no decision on whether to work together with Farningham on a Community Plan is made a present, but that informal discussions are held with Farningham Parish Council to consider different ways forward, and that this is brought back to a future meeting.
e) Bonfire for the Queen
Councillors were informed that Mr Baker was organising a bonfire in Eynsford that evening on behalf of the parish council to commemorate the Queen’s 90th birthday. It would be located near to Arthur Mee’s seat above Sparepenny Lane and would be lit at around 8.30pm.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

8056
RECREATION

a) Recreation Committee 4th April 2016
Minutes of the above meeting were circulated to all councillors for approval, as per Appendix E. 


RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the 
recommendations are approved. 


b) Notes from Harrow Meadow Sub Committee

Councillors were asked to accept the notes from the last meeting of the Harrow Meadow Sub 
Committee held on 23rd March 2016.

RESOLVED: That the notes are accepted.
c) Harrow Meadow Football Pitch
Councillors were informed that, due to the wet weather, the football pitch at Harrow Meadow was not fit for use by the football clubs between January and March this year. The clubs had asked for a reduction in their rents as they have incurred additional expenses hiring other football pitches to fulfil their match obligations during this period. Both Eynsford Football Club and Riverside Wanderers Football Club’s rent for the current season are £780. 
RESOLVED: That a reduction of £100 is offered to each of the clubs for the current season.
The meeting of the council closed at 9.35 pm
--------------------------------------------------------



Chairman: 19th May 2016
